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Research Goals

We discussed in detail the origin, language, living environment and national
development of the Mulao people from the perspective of ethnomusicology, and
constructed the importance of cultural development in intangible cultural heritage.

2. Research background

Yifan Festival is the most distinctive festival of Mulao nationality. According to the
custom, it is held once every three to five years for a big celebration and once a year for
a small celebration. Its grandness is second only to the Spring Festival. Yifan Festival,
also known as “Joyful Wishes™ and ““Yifan Gongye”, is held to pray for the gods to drive
away evil spirits to ensure peace, celebrate the harvest of grain, and wish the coming
year a good weather. It has a strong sense of gratitude and wishes. It is usually held on a
day after the beginning of winter. It is a unique traditional festival popular in Luocheng
Mulao Autonomous County, Guangxi.

In December 1983, the Guangxi Nationalities Publishing House published the book
“A Brief History of Mulac Nationality”, which comprehensively studied the economy,
culture, music, sacrifice and politics of Mulao nationality. Mulao nationality has its own
history book.

At the end of 2010, I began to collect information about the Mulao Yifan Festival,
and began to conduct on-the-spot investigations on the Mulao Yifan Festival. 1 have
researched on the Mulao and their Yifan Festival sacrificial music for more than 10
years. And published 20 academic papers, based on these foundations, I chose the Mulao
Yifan Festival sacrificial music as my doctoral research direction. This thesis is mainly
composed of survey notes, field interview records, related pictures taken and literature
consulted, combined with my further understanding of Yifan Festival and field work in
the later period.

Domestic research status and develepment trend

At present, in China, there are 1249 articles that directly study Mulao nationality,
and about 97 academic monographs, master’s and doctoral papers and general journal
papers that study Mulao nationality’s Yifan Festival music. Most researchers study from
three perspectives:

a. From the perspective of studying the historical origin, development context and
living conditions of Mulao nationality.

Wu Guofu’s New Exploration on the Origin of Mulao Yifan Festival further
demonstrates the profound influence of Han culture on the culture of ethnic minorities in
the south through the doubts about the origin of Mulao nationality, the main doubts about
the sacrifice of the Yifan Festival, and the evidence that Mulao nationality originated
from the Han nationality, It reflects the complex reshaping process of minority culture
in the modern nation-state discourse system. It is particularly important and necessary
to analyze and study such phenomena, learn from each other in the multi-disciplinary
research perspective and methods, and confirm each other’s research conclusions.

b. Research on music culture.

Tian Liantao introduced and discussed the traditional music of 55 ethnic minorities
in China, including the music culture of Mulao and the living environment of Mulao.
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cultures of the two nations are integrated with each other to jointly build a multicultural
scene, so that people can better understand and appreciate the traditional culture of
each nation, and promote the development of national relations. This kind of cultural
exchange and integration promotes the harmonious development among different ethnic
groups, and at the same time enriches the connotation and expression forms of traditional
festivals, and also reflects the richness and diversity of Chinese multi-ethnic culture. The
communication and cooperation between the two ethnic groups has enriched the cultural
diversity and contributed to the social harmony of the regton.

Media channels in modern society make it easier to disseminate and obtain cultural
information. Mulao and Han music may be more widely disseminated on media
platforms such as TV and the Internet, thereby influencing music lovers on the other side
and promoting cross-cultural communication. The Mulao Yifan Festival 1s not only a
traditional festival of the Mulao people, but also a platform for cultural exchanges. Mulao
and Han people will invite each other to participate in each other’s music performances
and activities, which promotes cultural sharing and friendly exchanges. This exchange
not only strengthens the connection between the nations, but also promotes the symbiosis
and integration of the two cultures. During the Mulao Yifan Festival in Luocheng County,
the Mulao people will perform traditional dance, singing and music, showcasing their
unique musical style. These performances attracted audiences from the Han nationality.
Han audiences can also appreciate and experience the music culture of the Mulao people,
thus promoting the exchange and integration between the two music cultures (Yachua,
2005, 8-12). Mulao and Han performers will display their own characteristics, and at the
same time they may learn from and influence each other. Han audiences can understand
and learn the music, dance, costumes and other cultural elements of the Mulao people
by participating in the Yifan festival activitics. Cultural exchange and understanding
between Han and Mulao.

The traditional festivals of Mulao and Han people have a common way of celebrating
music. For example, they would choose similar forms of music to express joy and
celebration during harvest festivals or other celebrations. During the local cultural
festivals in Luocheng County, the local government specially set up cultural exhibition
areas for the Mulao and Han peoples, allowing the cultural elements of the two ethnic
groups to be displayed, such as music, dance, and handicrafts, and to promote cultural
diversity and exchanges. Elements of Han music were incorporated into the celebrations
of the Mulao people, forming a mode of multicultural blending (Rong, 2004, 91-94).
In the celebration activities, there are elements such as songs and dances of the Han
nationality, which blend with the music of the Mulao Yifan Festival to create a unique
form of performance.

Dance is an important form of performance in which the Mulao Yifan Festival
music culture and the Han music culture coexist and showing the diversity of national
culture. The traditional dances of Mulao and Han can be displayed in some cultural
activities. Through the form of dance, the cultural characteristics and emotions of the two
ethnic groups can be conveyed and cultural exchanges can be promoted. Studying the
performance forms, stage performances and dance styles of the Mulao and Han people
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